


Know When to Hold'em
Our writer heads to Las Vegas to master
his po-po-poker face.
La main haute
A taS  VegaS,  lO t re  lOJ r ra l lS Ie  T 'Se  SJ
I'apprentissage du poker.
BY /  P  AR za t  h  t  r t t \ .h  ILLUSTRAT ONS BY /  Da 1d ! . ln ,  & , iz l

I peel up th€ corners ofmy cards to t.ke a peek- Two aces.I look again.
S t i l l t r voaces . iuyannsshake l ike lnabour io ro l ld rce  somuch ior inscru ta
bility. The best possrble starting hand demands an aggressrve bet. I take a
d e e p b r e a t h a n d c o n s i d e r ' \ r a g e r

A day  ago, l  d idn tknou hoNto lo ina .o !ndoacas inopoker , lnd  ye t  here  I
am pllying a no limiL lt\r s hold em cah game ar Cles 6 l,lhce in Lls V.gas
I have )€sterdayi mas|d dss \r1$ trb lime \\rond Series of loker \,innfi
Mark S.if (pronounced 'safe_r to tn.nt for nrv n€i{found ktro\e-how Sent
aggre$nt phy has eam€d h1m lh. nttname Un, as in Unsafe lts dho
ea.ned hin US$3 !!lln trom por6burnanrents alone In betnng he cJn
help ne stop aha,vs being the n.s*oI Nhen I plalwith n iends.

"Ihe nunbd onc m6ra\e ood pbe.s nake is that drey ph,v nro marv
handsj he tells me in thc ca'@s tcige and g€nerally hushed (exc€pt i.r the
frat bo,vs at the nert rlble r potd !@[ His rlp: If ,vouie irr an ea rl) posrtion, r e
ifyoute deait bdole n.n oft dE plare^, only play ace- king rce queen
and pairs greater thln sr\6 lf Focinaniddle position and the li6tto€rt€f
the pot, plq those handJ a !'d - 116 and 6ves. And ii .von're nr a lar. ))

Jesoulavemescartes pour jeter uneil. Deuxas. le resardeencorc.Touiou6d€ux
as  Mes bra5 t remblen t .ommes i  ja l las lan .€rdesdEs bon jour  lmpass  b i l td .  La
melleure ma n de ddparl poss b e€xis€ unjeu asr€ss L l'insp re prolond6ment en

H eren .ore ,  jenesavaspas.ommentm€j o .d re iunepar t iedepokeren.asno,
e tmero i .  da .sune.ashgameno imtdeTexasho ldemauCaesarsPaacedeLas
Vegas ledo lsmonno lv€ausavor la i re ;  a .assedemai t redonndeh ierpa f  Mar [
5e f  doub€championd€sWordSeresof  Po[erL€j euasress f  deSe i l (homopho.e
de jole ou (prudent, en anslais) iuia valu e sufnod U., comme dans Ursdle
(,,rr,rud)) ui a aussi perm s d anasser 3 m 1l o.s de do lars US en tournois Je
. d " o  p " L  -  " d -  i  - p  < ; l r d F p ' d h F ; l r r d a  d  a . d r  - 6  a r  i .

( L€neur nLmdro Ln est dejouer trop de hains), me confie't-i dans La sale de
lokerbe i8educas ino ,  p  u t6 t  s ienc leuse(nh:  par t lesd tud  a . tsb  a  tab  evo  s  ne)
5on.ons€ rs vousetesenpositionha ve,etdans espremieB:'recevoirvascartes,
re ou€: qu.ve. as{o, as-dafr e ou une pa re plus lorte que s x 5i vous aies en
ros lon  n te rmdd iaree lq levausmsez epremierdans  epot ,vouspouvezauss i
louerunepanedes i roudecnq Ets ivous€i ese .pos l ton tard ive ,anaysez  es  )
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W I N N I N G  S T R E A K
V/hare e seto p ay y.urcards r sht

C A R T E S D E V S T E
r . r . : . i J , r  l s . i r  se : :  r e  ; i a  i

SOUTHAFRICA  A l l h .SunC i t y
Holel! S.hoo ol Gam ng graups
oJ ova,l0 for the ba.lla.li essois
3€t a pr vale room an! .ustom
des  Sned .oucecomp le l e  v /  t h
a  rea  3am.  and  a  ce r l ' 1 . a t€a t
t heend  AAFR QUE DUSLJD q  l
i.h.. .fGam.g Cu SunC ty l'lotel,

. i a , . - . ! 5 i ! , - - ! . . :  I  I  : . r :

sun city Resod, Nonh wesr provin.e/
N.d OJen 2714 557ro00

USA Srudents ai Manlrrtlan'5
S.hool of CardsEet l. grarluate
*  l h  a  deg ,ee  i n  No  Ln  1T . : r s
Hodom Reg  l t e r f o r  avodudon
to Poker or up theantevr L tre
P ro i  t ab l e  No  L  n  l  Hd ld  em.ou , se
t .mane r t r r e  gamE:  ma lhema l
. a , s1 ,a l es .andp5y .hoo3 .a
.om.on.nli 6a-rAI5 !r\ 5 !::
r r  s5 r  1s  d .  r  Schoo lo fCa rds  r .
r . l i f ! i l . - i h i :  r E f i  L  : l : . -
. i  r - , ; :  h .  C : -  r .

: . , . , J  :  qu .  P , . ' i : b . i  .  , ;

543 W 23ih st, New Yorl
212,s42-0799, 5.hoo oJ.ards.om

DOMIN ICAN REPUBL  C  6 t1 r . L
!an . . n  j i  e  ! ? . r l i i g . i  r . ! r  t : i
. ! r r r e : !  o l  t he r r . . l  y  p r .  :  iP
p ! [ e r  anC  b  a . kn . l  \ r . , 1 . ! - r J ]  i r
Pa rad i sus  Pun taCana  Reso r t . . r r .
F r i day  l \ . . r ! , n :  l !D r ! . . , ,  \ r ;  f

dREPITBL  QL tE  l r 0 " , r  f . r ! q  N t
P i , : ' .  .  , r  ,  : :  - " f , : i : : . -

- . ' .  t  1 : i .

Parad sus PuDta Cana Resort

Payade$va rc  Pun iacan : ,

))) position, j.e.oneof thelasrplaye8dealt, ana
lyz€ how)curopponents halewagered. Betting for
inn and glbbing instead of srud)ing your oppon
ents ny style to date is a tefrible strategy.

To knov whethe. you should stay in a g!ne,
seif suggests conparing your chances ol.onpler
inB a hand with the size of the parout and rhe
amount you need to bet. "To play great poker,
sometines youve got to go brole, he savs llthe
situation dem!n<ls it, bet it all.

Butstt'.g on those pock€t aces. that approach
gives ne jitters. I swallow hard and foll.\! Seif\
advice I bet about three tines the big blind ia
wager the phyer two seats to the dealer\ leit must
make). in this case, iti s10. onl one ofthe nine
players at the table doesnl lold. Ile d€al{ flops
three cards face up. I probabll stjll ha\r the best
h!.d, so I raise the betting bl tNo-thirds oi rhe
pot, which Seif sa)s norice pla)€rs \jth good
.ards should do to "concealthe srrength of.vour
handi' I count out 560 in chips, trying ro look c$ual
as I mal€ the ldgest bet ol mj life. \t,v rmaining
opponent looks at hG crds agaj.... and folds. I
collect th€ pot, about S95. and my*li

Afterthree hou6,l.ash oui, haring in(eased
my starting fund of5300 to a shopping 5355. A
quick lunch, and l'n bacr in C.eE poker rcom.
And lspend my tlight hone plaling pol* on ny
iPhone. Seif never drd coler B.hen to ult away. <
wrne h us: kxer@dno&'nagdet

j enchares.M serjusiepour eplais ret bavard€rau
lieu d'6tud er ses adversanes (ce que jaitoujou6 eu
tendan.e;laire) est une mauva sestratEsie

Po!rdd.ider5l resterdans lecoupvaut apeine,Se f
suAgore d€ sLpputs les chances de comp 6terune maif
en fo.ction de la vaeurd! pot et de a nse; suivre.
rPou.exce l€f au poker i laul pa.lois accept€fd€tout
perdre r, d t-il Sila situation l!tlge, m sez toLt.

MaG, ave. ma pa re das cach€s cette appfoche
me donne k na.. E. ddglutissant,je su s le conse lde
5ef :  m serenvno. le  t r lp ie  de  a  g rosse b  .d  ( f r i se
lmposde au deLXiim€ lo!euri ga!che du donneu,
En bccu i rence, l0$ .Unseu des .eu f  au t /es jouers
d  la  tabe ne  su i t  Le  donneur  a lae  les  t ro is  car tes
ouver tes  du  f lop . Ia isans  dou le  encore  a  me leure
oa;n, aus te reance des deux liers du pot, c€ que
5eii conseille aux joueurs novices ayant de bonnes
car tes ,pour (cacher la lo rcede lh ! r l  jeu '  lecomple
do.c 60 $ €ntetofs e. tAchant d avon 'an ddsinvo te
mCn€ s s'asiide a p usgrosse misede ma vie. Mon
derfieradversa rereeardede nouveau ses cartes... et
secouche Jempor te le  po t ,  envron  955 e t recouvre

J enca sse mesletonsau bout d€ trois heures, mes
300 $ ded€part ayantjo ment sonf e b 155 $ Apr,as
un pe t i td iner ,  jesu isder€tourdans  asa l  edepoke idu
C2esars. Puls, duranttout e vo de retour lejoue au
poker  sur  mon iPhone Car  se i f  n  a  rana is  p idc isa

V8candenbnes .aDriet Lennulenaq net

For addresses ahd tdvei ilhfr.iron. see ltinerary (pase 79),
Pour des adresses et al.(ddy.ll€rconsutez llindrane(D 79)
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Here r re theadd ressesyou l l need fo r  an ren ro rab le
seekend in dndaround B€averC.eek, Cololado
BVo .  es  ad ,esses  u t i es  pou r ! n  i ee l i  end  m i t r . , ab .
oanr a ri8l.n de BealetCr€ek, au Co orsdo
Sirdtof Prey Wo d Cup course on Se.verCreek
Mountain,accessibleviatheB rds ol Prey Expres5 Lifi
and c nch Express Liii/ P sle B rds ol Preyde la CDUpe
du monde sur e mont Beaver Creek, a..e* d . Dt tr
r e  i sa ! . s rDdesB , . r c lP reye l  a  i . h

SlackFanilylcenink/ Paiinone Blacl Fam y
A t t hep  aza  i n lAu .n ! ,  de  Beave r  C re€k  V i l l age
Brok€n Aiiow Restauiant Al the bottom ol th€ Aif ow
Bahn ExprcssLilt/ Au p ed du l6 6! ige d0 .i! Arou
Baf i, Arowhead V llase, 970-754-6750
chrittopher&co.r05 Edwardsv lraSe 3 vd., Edwards,
970 926,319l,.hrisropherco.con
Envnonm€ntal Learnins Cenl€r Al lhe top of the Cin.h
Exp res5L i f t ,  on  Beave rC reek  Moun ta i n /A ' a t r  va . . L
l  6s *e  Ep i : ea  n .h  ! ! r  emo i l  Be : ! e ,C ,ee l
J.cotterGall€ryMarketSquar., Unit s, Beav€rCrcek
Vi ra8e, 97o-949'anr, jcorter8a tery com
Man ie  sMoun ra in  6 i l l  a t r he ropo f  t heBache  o rGukh
Express Lilt, on seavercrcekMounla n/ A ;n lae dJ
l d  as i ese ,ao  de  Sa .h !  o ,  6 ! . h  s I  e  mod  Be : ! e ,  C ,e . r

Th€xitz-Carlton, B.ch€lorG!lch Ba.helorGu.h
Villase, 907-743-6200, ritz.arhon.cofr

Zach!CabinOn SeaverCreek Mountain/ s!: e monl
leelerCreer, 970-754 6575

TravelPlanner
Planificateur de voyage

TravelPlanner
Planificateur de voyage

, o n n e , d u b i . . e . h e l d e  a r * o n i r  r b r . . . 5 : -
i . an .  s . o  p ropo5E  un  bu rBe rau  bc r ' h : . h ;  m ;8 , .  r . . c
ma ,  . ades  ma i son  qu  es i unpd .he  e t  . - r ; r . . . . r , t
de  song ; t eau  renve6d  au :  ba ian . :  A l : . i d . :  r . r i ;
iayer ave. un.on..ntr:ieVe3as .rl ! _rir:ui: r-
parientgros et !;sit.u6 annue !o
Address above/ Ad,esse.i dessus,

WHERE TO STAY / OU LOG'R

Arter learnrngthe ropesat the ca€sars Palace poke!
room theonly yenue in Las Vegas to host a Vorld
Seriesof PokerCircuitEvent bookasuiteinthe
Folum To*er for the vieq of thd Strip. Spend ihe
artelnoon at Qua Baths& spa, where rhe Romrn
Bathse\per ience invo lvesasoa l inn in . ra l  d l l cd
wates followedbydips in hotand.old pools. (Perrect
to calm your mind betore your nexrbissan.)
BAords  un .ou6 dans  a  sa  lede po le rdu  Caes. rc
Pala.eGeu endroit de LasV€eas i a.cue I r un lou,n.
du cn.uit de la Word Seri€sof Pok€, rdserrez uierL ie
dant a Forum Tos€, pourlnevuesur e Strip P;s:e:
l ' aprd tmd au Q!a  Baths&5pa,on  exparen. .des
lrrerm€s ,oma nt passe par un b3in dans d.s .aui i ni
ra is€es, puis dans des b3$ ns.haud at lroid (d.ouci
late evide avant voneDro.haine parl e)
3570 tas Vegas Blvd. S.,466-227'5933,

WHERE'TO EATl  OU 5E RESIAURIR

Expect ro rub :houlder with a micfocosm of vesas,
Gon high{olling regulars to folks on a once a veaf
splurge, asyou ry the fiv€ coursechef! tanrng menu
with panings at Bndley Ogd€n, in Caesa6 Ptrhce
]t€ Bat, Area cheffanous for being a pioneerofthe
organic nrovenent makes a sround *eak burger sith
honcmadc pickles thati lnfullyjuicr and \Leie sill
drdaning of his banana loncr.akc aVous!asie,-i. :
essayer  e  menu ddE!s la l  on . inq  s .d .asdu che la ra .
a..ord meG vins du Bradley Ogden, au a..ia6 Pa a.!

82 i!:i '

T imeDi , le rence /D i .aag:  - : , :  -  ' 3

The Experts/:.5 erprrt: Las Veaas Comnti).
and VisitorsAuthorily,T02 492 0711,

Gettins lher€/ P.ur:y En.'. An Ctn d.
olfers dally non-stopserviceto Las Vegatm
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Mont€l.
AAirCanadaolte un 5etuicequotidie.$G
escale ve6 Las V4asdepuisVan.ouve( Cargtt

Vis ancanada.comlhoteG,aconvenlenl
waylobookyouf hotel accoomodalion
Visilez atcanada conlly'hote s po!r dseG
vove sdiour a lh6telsanslracas

T me D frerence'/ Dd.a ase hocne -2

The Experts/ LEsexpedsVail Management

Getlins There/ Po!rs'y rendre Aircanada,
in codjunctionwilh StarA iancer" memb€r
Uniled Anlines, ofters the only non-stop seruice
between Canada and Denver with Ilishts lrom
Toronto and Monlreal. Beaver Creek isthen
two hou6awaybyshuttb.AAirCanada, en
colaboration avec UnitedAn iner, padena re
5tarA ianc€rtrr, offre e se! seryicesansescale
€ntre e Canadaet Denv€Lque edessertdepuls
Torcnloel Montraa Beaver C.eek est ensuite;

Visit ancanada.comlhotels, a.onvenienl
*dytobookyouf hotel accommodation.
v6ile2 ancanada com/t/hotels pour raseft er
rctf€ lajaur ; ! h6tel sans tracas


